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Proposed FY 2022-2023 Budget

$98.6 million for the Department of Agriculture  
Continue nutrient management, water management, and erosion management on farm fields.  

$50 million for the Department of Natural Resources  
Restore wetlands projects.   

$92 million for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency  
Protect public health by improving water and wastewater infrastructure, reducing lead exposure, 
and technology investments.  

$250,000 for Ohio Lake Erie Commission 
Advance an H2Ohio response model. 

TOTAL:     $240.85 million



Objective 
To improve water quality in the Western 
Lake Erie Basin through implementation of 
strategic conservation practices:

Soil Testing & Volunteer Nutrient Management 
PlansVariable Rate 
ApplicationSubsurface Fertilizer Placement

Manure Incorporation

Conservation Crop Rotation

Cover Crops

Drainage Water Management



Interest and Implementation  
H2Ohio Best Management Practices – First Program Year

• 1,815 WLEB producers enrolled in 
H2Ohio  

• Approximately 1.1 million acres of 
Voluntary Nutrient Management 
Plans (VNMPs) being developed 

• This represents approximately 43% 
of total cropland in the 14 counties 

• First year practice implementation 
began in the fall of 2020 and will 
continue through 2021 









One of the most effective and cost-
efficient long-term solutions to 

reducing excess nutrients in our 
waterways. 

WHY WETLANDS?



Projects featured in this 
presentation are subject to 
modification

H2Ohio 
Statewide 
Projects





Project 
Monitoring

Lake Erie Aquatic Research Network



FUTURE 
PRIORITIES

• ODNR’s request for the upcoming biennium is $50 million 
to be used for:   
o Additional Wetland Projects in the Lake Erie and 

Ohio River Basins  
o Implementation of technologies vetted and 

approved by the H2Ohio Technology Assessment 
Program 

o Continued engagement with the Lake Erie and Aquatic 
Research Network (LEARN) to assess the 
effectiveness and future role of implemented and 
planned wetland restoration projects under the H2Ohio 
Initiative.







Wastewater and Water 
Infrastructure Funding

• Six communities 
• $3,500,000 total 
• Drinking water projects 

addressing contaminated 
wells and inadequate 
water supply 

• Wastewater projects 
serving disadvantaged 
communities with failing 
HSTS 

• Seven local health 
districts (LHDs) $250,000 
each 



Childcare Lead Service Line (LSL) 
Replacement

• $1.25 million in targeted funding to 
address LSL and lead fixtures 
replacements in Cincinnati 
childcare centers 

• Limited to licensed childcare 
centers 

• Leveraged federal grant funding 
will address water quality testing 
after LSL removal 



Twenty New Rain Gages Installed 
Throughout Northwestern Ohio

• $136,000 invested in rain 
gages filling a gap in 
Doppler weather radar 
network 

• Improves flood forecasting 
as well as nutrient runoff 
modeling and the manure 
runoff risk tool 



Technology Vetting Program  
H2Ohio funding of $500,000 to set up a third-party 
technology vetting process to evaluate emerging 
technologies that: 
• Reduce or remove nutrient loading to streams and lakes; 
• Reduce toxicity of algal blooms; 
• Improve nutrient removal from wastewater; and 
• Recover nutrients from manure. 

Request for Technologies accepted technology proposals 
from Nov. 16, 2020, until Jan. 15, 2021. Proposals are being 
evaluated.  



Current and Future Funding 
• For Year Two, $9.5 million will support wastewater 

and drinking water infrastructure projects, replace 
failing home sewage treatment systems, and 
replace lead service lines 

• Ohio EPA’s request in the upcoming Biennium 
Budget is for $92 million to continue protecting 
public health by improving water and wastewater 
infrastructure, replacing failed home sewage 
treatment systems, and reducing lead exposure by 
replacing lead service lines 
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